Tillandsia ‘Silver and Rose’ by D Butcher 9/2009.

Plant obtained from Rolly Reilly, Queensland in 1990 flowered for the first time in 2009 in Adelaide. Yes, slow but sure in Adelaide! The parents were quoted as T. xerographica x T. concolor. From the inflorescence this seems close to being correct but it just had to start its inflorescence in Winter which could be one of the reasons why the flowers did not open. The plant itself looks very similar to the species T. xerographica. Plant 25cm diam., flowering to 35cm high

Many of the plants from this grex must have been distributed in 1990 or there-abouts at least in Queensland but none have been reported having flowered. It is possible that this plant could well have been grown under the species name  T. xerographica.

Neville Ryan points out that he grew seedlings of T. xerographica from the same source as well as seedlings of T. rothii. Neville found that when some of his T. xerographica flowered they had shortened branches suggesting that T. rothii pollen had got involved accidentally. I have not seen photos of this T. xerographica x ?T. rothii hybrid to see how it compares to the plant I got with T. concolor being quoted as the pollen parent. Involvement of both these pollen parents would have shortened the branches.  Investigation continues.

As an aside, the T. rothii seedlings grew very consistently throughout Australia even to the conformation of the inflorescence which at least convinced me that T. rothii was a true species. You see, in 1982 Sue Gardner considered that T. rothii was a natural hybrid between T. roland-gosselini and T. jalisomonticola. If it were a natural hybrid you would expect differences in the self-set seedlings.

Photos are enclosed to show what ‘Silver and Rose’ looks like so you can compare it with a ‘normal’ T. xerographica. 
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